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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 300. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include 
all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over admitted art 
(Specification paragraphs 0001-0008 and figure 1) in view of Keohane et al. (U.S. 6,795,862, 
hereinafter "Keohane"). 
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4. With respect to claim 1, admitted art teaches a system for populating management 
information base tables in a simple network management protocol system, comprising: 

• a managed device [fig. 1 (106)]; 

• a network management system [fig. 1 (102)] operatively connected to the managed 
device over a computer network [see fig. 1]; 

• a simple network management protocol agent residing on the managed device [fig. 1 
(108)] for collecting and storing device management information [paragraph 0007 lines 3-4] 
and relaying the information to the network management system upon request [paragraph 
0008 lines 1-2]; 

• wherein the simple network management protocol agent maintains a table including 
device information to be supported in a management information base table [paragraph 0006 
lines 1-2], the table including working values [paragraph 0008 lines 2-3]; and 

• wherein, upon receipt of a get request from the network management system, the simple 
network management protocol agent populates the management information base table from 
information provided by the managed device [paragraph 0008 lines 1-3]. 

5. Admitted art does not teach partially supporting device information by initially storing 
default device information in the table. Nonetheless, partially supporting device information by 
initially storing default device information was well known, as evidenced by Keohane. In a 
similar problem solving area, Keohane teaches a system for converting a version of SNMP into 
another version [see abstract] by storing default device information values [col. 6 lines 35-40]. 
Given the teachings of Keohane it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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partially support device information by initially storing default device information in the table. 
The motivation for doing so would have been to store all device information supported by the 
latest version of SNMP [col. 6 lines 42-44] for the purpose of compatibility. 

6. Admitted art does not teach populating the management information base table from a 
table including device information to be partially supported in a management information base 
table. However, given the above teachings of admitted art-Keohane it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to populate the management information base table from both 
information provided by the managed device [taught by admitted art and shown above] and the 
table including device information to be partially supported in a management information base 
table [taught by admitted art-Keohane]. The motivation for doing so would have been to provide 
compatibility with the latest version of SNMP. 

7. With respect to claim 2, admitted art-Keohane teaches the system applied to claim 1. 
Admitted art further discloses that the simple network management protocol agent includes a 
back-end management information base compiler [paragraph 0007 lines 3-4]. 

8. With respect to claim 3, admitted art-Keohane teaches the system applied to claim 2. 
Keohane teaches statically allocating a table including device information to be partially 
supported [col. 6 lines 39-44]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
statically allocate the table including device information to be partially supported in the 
management information base table. The motivation for doing so would have been to store all 
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device information supported by the latest version of SNMP [col. 6 lines 42-44] for the purpose 
of compatibility. 

9. With respect to claim 4, admitted art-Keohane teaches the system applied to claim 1 . 
Admitted art further discloses that the managed device provides only partial support for the 
management information base [paragraph 0008 lines 3-5]. 

10. With respect to claim 5, admitted art-Keohane teaches the system applied to claim 1. 
Admitted art further discloses that the network management system and the simple network 
protocol agent communicate via user datagram protocol over the computer network [paragraph 
0004 lines 12-14]. 

11. Claims 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over admitted art 
in view of Keohane, and further in view of LogiSoft News (URL: 
"http://www.logisoftar.com/CompanyNews.htm", 6/19/2000, hereinafter "Logisoft"). 

12. With respect to claims 6 and 1 1 , admitted art teaches a method for populating 
management information base tables in a simple network management protocol system 
comprising the following steps, and a computer readable medium incorporating instructions 
[paragraph 0003 lines 6-8] for populating management information base tables in a simple 
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network management protocol system comprising one or more instructions for performing the 
following steps: 

• maintaining, at a managed device [fig. 1 (106)] 5 a device information table [paragraph 
0006 lines 1-2]; 

• receiving, at a simple network protocol agent resident on the managed device [fig. 1 
(108)], a Get request [paragraph 0008 line 1] from a network management system [fig. 1 
(102)] operatively connected to the managed device over a computer network [see fig. 1]; 

• determining whether information to be included in the management information base 
table is available from the managed device [paragraph 0008 lines 1-2]; and 

• populating the management information base table from information provided by the 
managed device [paragraph 0008 lines 2-3]; and 

• forwarding a response to the network management system over the computer network 
[paragraph 0008 lines 1-2]. 

13. Admitted art does not teach maintaining a default device information table including 
device information to be partially supported in a management information base table, the default 
device information table including working, default device information values for objects that 
may not be supported by the managed device. Nonetheless, maintaining a default device 
information table including device information to be partially supported was well known, as 
evidenced by Keohane. In a similar problem solving area, Keohane teaches a system for 
converting a version of SNMP into another version [see abstract] by maintaining a default device 
information table including device information to be partially supported [col. 6 lines 39-44]. 
Given the teachings of Keohane it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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maintain a default device information table including device information to be partially 
supported in a management information base table, the default device information table 
including working, default device information values for objects that may not be supported by 
the managed device. The motivation for doing so would have been to store all device information 
supported by the latest version of SNMP [col. 6 lines 42-44] for the purpose of compatibility. 

14. Admitted art does not teach populating the management information base table from a 
default device information table if it is determined that information to be included in the 
management information base table is not available from the managed device. However, given 
the above teachings of admitted art-Keohane it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to populate the management information base table from both information provided by 
the managed device [taught by admitted art and shown above] and the default device information 
table [taught by admitted art-Keohane] if it is determined that information to be included in the 
management information base table is not available from the managed device. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to provide compatibility with the latest version of SNMP. 

15. Admitted art-Keohane does not expressly teach determining whether all information to 
be included in the management information base table is available from the managed device, 
populating the management information base table if it is determined that all information is not 
available, and forwarding the fully populated management information base table to the network 
management system. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art for a get request to request a fully 
populated management information base table, as evidenced by Logisoft In a similar art, 
Logisoft teaches retrieving a fully populated management information base table SNMP table 
using the GetBulk command [last paragraph]. Given the teachings of Logisoft it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have the network management system request 
the fully populated management information base table. The motivation for doing so would have 
been to update the managed network MIB [which is a superset of each local MIB as taught by 
admitted art in paragraph 0005 lines 5-6] in an efficient manner [Logisoft last paragraph lines 4- 
5]. Given the above teachings of admitted art-Keohane it would have been obvious to determine 
whether all information to be included in the management information base table is available 
from the managed device, and to populate the management information base table if it is 
determined that all information is not available. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
return the fully populated management information base table, as requested. 

16. With respect to claims 7 and 12, admitted art-Keohane-Logisoft teaches the method 
applied to claim 6 and the computer-readable medium applied to claim 1 1 . Admitted art further 
discloses that the simple network management protocol agent includes a back-end management 
information base compiler [paragraph 0007 lines 3-4]. 

17. With respect to claims 8 and 13, admitted art-Keohane-Logisoft teaches the method 
applied to claim 7 and the computer-readable medium applied to claim 12. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to statically allocate the default device information 
table by the back-end management information base compiler. The motivation for doing so 
would have been to support all device information supported by the latest version of SNMP [col. 
6 lines 42-44] for the purpose of compatibility. 
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18. With respect to claims 9 and 14, admitted art-Keohane-Logisoft teaches the method 
applied to claim 6 and the computer-readable medium applied to claim 1 1 . Admitted art further 
discloses that the managed device provides only partial support for the management information 
base [paragraph 0008 lines 3-5]. 

19. With respect to claims 10 and 15, admitted art-Keohane-Logisoft teaches the method 
applied to claim 6 and the computer-readable medium applied to claim 1 1 . Admitted art further 
discloses that the network management system and the simple network protocol agent 
communicate via user datagram protocol over the computer network [paragraph 0004 lines 12- 
14]. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip S. Scuderi whose telephone number is (571) 272-5865. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5pm. 

22. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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23. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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